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«My culture is my identity and personality. It gives me spiritual, intellectual and emotional distinction from others, and I am proud of it».

Modern world calls for mass self-identification, predominantly through cultural resurrection and reintroduction of bygone customs. This phenomenon is demonstrated in relatively secluded peoples, whose lives revolve around old wives' tales and religious beliefs, that had withstood the test of time. Russia is home to quite a few of such populations, and their traditions are now actively integrated into our daily lives. 
Upon taking a closer look at pictures 2, 4 and 5 I have I have determined their resemblance to each other. All of them depict traditional rites of pagans, who had inhabited Russia until their polytheistic mindset was purged. In a way of comparing, their primary similarity lies in complete inclusion, sans alienation. People of all ages and generation engaging in a collective dance - that's what one may call 'tribal codependence': only together do we remain unyielding. Even though tribes are no longer, it's obvious how their rituals are intertwined with current tradition. Same goes for the jumping game: the concept of side-splitting show and jest is also brought back to life. A little less on the humorous side, but with a hint of teamwork, stands the 5th picture. A huge wreath-resembling pile of leaves forms a distinct circle, thus demonstrating the power of several minds when compared to one. It can subsequently be inferred, that most such rituals actually revolve not around modern ways of life, but around long forgotten, obsolete and at times delusional, observances. 
In conclusion, tradition unites people and makes them distinguishable from each other simultaneously. What's most noticeable, though, is that people have to decide themselves on a choice of belief, hence it serves as an accurate reflection on their inner character.
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